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Finally the Cullen Beach project is all 
but complete, with us hoping to have 
the safety fences down within the next 
two weeks so once again we can all 
enjoy full access to the beach area. 
This area has been an ongoing project 
for our Chairman Ray Bail for many 
years, with him recognising the low 
areas in the rock wall for cyclone 
surge protection, the danger of the 
rock walls with kids crawling all over 
them, and more importantly the lack 
of usable space due to the area not 
being planted but simply fenced off. 
We also had no control of users doing 
things like letting off fireworks and 
camping .Earlier this year, we entered 
into a contract / lease arrangement 
with DPI giving us a peppercorn lease 
on the area, and also giving us access 
to government funding that would 

allow us to complete the $300k of 
works that was needed to be done at 
no cost to our community. This 
major project has included the 
raising of the rock wall and remove 
all of the lower level areas so as we 
now have a decent upper level surge 
protection barrier in the event of 
cyclones. We then installed a 
concrete barrage that runs the entire 
length of the beach that also acts as a 
surge protector, giving us in effect 
two surge walls. The area also 
received 5000 tonne of fill and 
another 1000 of top soil to bring the 
levels up to where they currently are. 

The end result of course is a 
magnificent piece of real estate that 
offers better protection to Cullen 
Bay and its residents, along with 
further enhancing our beautiful 
shoreline. As this is undoubtably 
one of the best lawn areas to now 
view a beautiful Darwin Sunset, we 
will hopefully see you all down 
there with a Chardonnay in the very 
near future. Our thanks must go to 
Ray Bail, Sarah Butterworth, Mark 
Cundle (for assisting us with the 
earth works) and the DPI, who have 
all worked very hard to make this 
project a reality. 
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We are very pleased to report 
that the lock is operating 
with the new seals extremely 
well, and apart from a few 
incidents of vessels hitting 
the gates for whatever 
reasons, the overall operation 
of the lock since the upgrade 
has been just about flawless. 
For some reasons boats run 
into the doors, a bit hard to 
understand as they are 
stationary object, however as 
a result of this there has been 
some damage done to the 
seals plates. A couple of 

weeks ago we did three 
days of works that also 
included fitting extra 
protection to the gates by 
putting in buffer strips, as 
well as doing a heap of rust 
removal and painting to all 
of our problem areas. We 
now have the ability to 
conduct work on the lock 
during the days, therefore 
creating practically no 
inconvenience to any of our 
lock users, especially the 
private boats. Planned 
works for the lock over the 

next couple of months will 
included the replacing of 
the broken concrete paths 
around the lock, the 
painting of all internal 
paths with safety marking, 
and the installation of a 
“how it works” sign that 
will give the general public 
a better understanding of 
just what a major piece of 
infrastructure the lock 
actually is. This of course 
will be done in sync with 
o u r  p r e v e n t a t i v e 
maintenance schedule. 
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After two years of planning, 
works finally started on the 
M a r i n a  B o u l e v a r d 
escarpment this month, a 

jo int  project between 
CBMMC and the Darwin 
City Council. This area that 
has always been a little 
lacking in aesthetic beauty 
has gone through a major de 
weeding and pressure clean, 
with water and drainage 
being upgraded along with  
full root barriers being 
installed to protect the 
footpaths and road works. In 
the very near future we will 
be replanting the whole area 
with trees and shrubs, with 
the jewel of the project being 
the installation of 20 vertical 
lights that will project 

columns of light up the 
escarpment from basically the 
bus stop to the bottom of the 
hill every 10 meters making 
this area a feature at night for 
all passers by.  A special 
thanks must go to one of our 
C o m m i t t e e  S a r a h 
Butterworth for her time in 
getting this project approved 
Although the wait has been 
long, the end result will be 
not only visually very 
impressive, but it will provide 
a cleaner and safer area for 
the hundreds of pedestrians 
that use this area every day. 
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